
               BAKERSFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT 

RIVER & LAKE SAFETY 
 

Rivers, Lakes, Canals, and Beaches 

STAY OUT OF THE KERN RIVER!  

Call 9-1-1 immediately for a water related emergency.  

Swimming. If you or your family members do not know how to 
swim…learn!  

CPR. If you or your family members do not know CPR…learn! 

Swim only where and when a trained lifeguard is present.  

Never swim where there may be hidden underwater objects and 
unexpected drop-offs, or other hazards.  

Rip currents, tides and powerful waves are dangers that can trap even 
strong swimmers.  

Never dive into any water unless you are sure of its depth. Diving head-
first into water that is too shallow can cause severe injury or even death. 
Enter water feet-first whenever possible.  

Never enter canals, irrigation 
facilities or drainage ditches.  

Wear a life jacket when appropriate. 

  

 


